
HONOURS! Both Jim Ledger and David Parsons were unfortunately unable 

to attend our AGM in February when they would have received awards. 
However, this was rectified at a regular Wednesday club day in March when 
President Andrew Breese made the presentations. 

At left, Jim was appointed an honorary member to recognise his long service 
to the club, and in particular his repainting of our entire fleet of passenger cars 
taking many months. (See also page 5). 

David received the prestigious ‘Adrian Vickers Trophy’ which is presented 
annually to a member for outstanding service to the club. The Chairman said 
it reflected the willingness of Dave to pitch in and assist with any job, no matter 
how tough and describing him as a man of many skills. 

Reluctantly, I should perhaps complete this report regarding the 2023 AGM 
awards. I say reluctantly since it involves me, your editor, who as you know is 
very shy, modest and retiring. You will recall from an earlier issue my elevation 
to a knighthood, but now having been made an honorary member at our AGM 
I guess I should be addressed as “The Honourable Sir Dereck”. However, 
when we meet, I would much prefer that you greet me just as rudely as you 
always do!    

WHAT ON EARTH …! This picture 

was passed to me by our chairman as 
possibly being suitable for publication, 
with the suggestion that I might use it to 
introduce our new hydraulic table. What 
was the chairman thinking about? This is 
not supposed to be some cheap girlie 
mag, which anyway would be packed with 
sun tanned muscle-rippling men in skimpy 
clothes!  

But then, taking a second look at our 
vanity-struck posing member, would this 
picture qualify for that sort of publication?  

Our own would-be Charles Atlas had just 
assisted with the delivery of the table 
which had been acquired on behalf of the 

club by Phil Worrell. It had spent its earlier life in a tanning studio, but can be 
seen now in use for a much better purpose on page 5 inside.  
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 SUN 14TH 

PUBLIC RUNNING 
2:00 – 5:00 PM 

THUR 25TH 
Things you don’t Know about Concord 

 Derek Woodly (former Concorde Captain) 

SUN 28TH 
PUBLIC RUNNING 

2:00 – 5:00 PM 
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SAT  3RD SATURDAY STEAM-UP 

THUR 8TH CLUB MEETING 7:30 pm 
When the tide goes out with Keith West  

SAT 10TH CLUB SOCIAL EVENING 

SUN 11TH PUBLIC RUNNING 
2:00 – 5:00 PM 

THUR 22ND CLUB MEETING 7:30 pm 
Fish ‘n Chips evening at the clubhouse. 

SUN 25TH PUBLIC RUNNING 
2:00 – 5:00 PM 
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SAT  1ST SATURDAY STEAM-UP 

SUN 9TH 
PUBLIC RUNNING 

2:00 – 5:00 PM 

THUR 13TH CLUB MEETING 7:30 pm 
To be arranged. See our website IDC 

SAT 22ND 
FIRE STATION OPEN DAY 

Portable Track 

SUN 23RD 
PUBLIC RUNNING 

2:00 – 5:00 PM 
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SAT  6TH SATURDAY STEAM-UP 

THUR 10TH CLUB MEETING 7:30 pm 
To be arranged. See our website IDC 

SUN 13TH 
PUBLIC RUNNING 

2:00 – 5:00 PM 

THUR 24TH 
CLUB MEETING 7:30 pm 

To be arranged. See our website IDC 

SUN 27TH 
PUBLIC RUNNING 

2:00 – 5:00 PM 
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SAT  2ND SATURDAY STEAM-UP 

SUN 10TH 
 PUBLIC RUNNING – OUR BIG CHARITY DAY 

11AM – 5PM  

THUR 14TH 
CLUB MEETING 7:30 pm 

To be arranged. See our website IDC 

SUN 17TH 
PUBLIC RUNNING – GREEN DREAMS DAY  

2:00 – 5:00 PM 

THUR 28TH 
CLUB MEETING 7:30 pm 

To be arranged. See our website IDC 
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SAT  7TH SATURDAY STEAM-UP 

SUN 8TH PUBLIC RUNNING 
2:00 – 5:00 PM 

THUR 12TH 
CLUB MEETING 7:30 pm 

To be arranged. See our website IDC 

THUR 16TH CLUB MEETING 7:30 pm 
To be arranged. See our website IDC 
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Editorial ……........ some of this may be worth reading? 

SPRING FINALLY SPRANG! …. Welcome to your rag which I regret is barely back to a fourteen page 
‘standard size’ issue this time. This is due entirely to my pleas to members for contributions having 
mostly fallen on deaf ears! I have reluctantly had to cover much of otherwise white space with pictures 
of perhaps no particular relevance. (I would hate for this newsletter to become a simple picture book). 

However, I am very pleased to once again print an article by a wife of one of our members. Many 
thanks Wendy, you are on page eleven!  So, lady readers, the stage is set – since your menfolk are obviously far too 
busy with technical matters which they prefer not to share with others, and at the same time assist this editor - it’s your 
chance to step up!  An article, short or long, on any subject at all would be most welcomed. 

DERECK 

The Boardroom…………reports from the Committee.

A NOTE FROM THE CHAIR 

Kevan’s first report of the 
new club year ... 

The last few months have been a 
particularly sad time for the club, 
with the loss of three prominent 

members within weeks of each other. In early February 
we learned of the passing of Ray Hammond after a long 
illness. Ray was a great character who amused and 
entertained everybody with his particular sense of 
humour which will be much missed. Towards the end of 
the month, we received the news of the passing of Len 
Higgs who was another great character. It was Len who 
single handed built the first ticket office which served the 
club admirably for a number of years. At the end of the 
month, we heard of the sad loss of Charles Weatherley. 
Charles was a hard-working founder member who gave 
nearly fifty years of service to the society before 
suffering a devastating stroke some four years ago. His 
huge contribution to club history will be remembered by 
all who knew him. 

On a lighter note, after a three-year break, I find myself 
back in the Chair, which was vacated by Larry. During 
his time in the Chair Larry guided the society through 
what was arguably the most difficult time in its history, 
and he definitely drew the short straw when it came to 
Covid and all the problems it presented, and his efforts 
in getting us through it should be applauded. 

We are at present trying to reorganize the workshop 
with the aim of removing all the clutter! This has of 
course been tried in the past with varying results. The 
committee are actively investigating the possibility of 
extra onsite storage to solve the problem once and for 
all. One of the problems we are faced with is locomotive 
maintenance and repairs which are at present being 
carried out in sometimes impossible conditions with 
Mostyn taking parts home to work on them, which is far 
from ideal. 

Over the last few months, I have watched our Editor 
along with Martin Budgen, Jim Alderman and Neil Furze 
working tirelessly on the new signalling control system. 
Their efforts and the sheer amount of time they have 
spent on this project is worthy of note. It would be  

 

interesting to find out how many man hours have been 
spent on this project? 

KEVAN 

 

SECRETARIAL SCRIBINGS 

Leigh updates us … 

As we push into 2023 our public 
running got off with a bang with 
record numbers attending.  

Many comments from the public 
indicate that we are doing something right and we still 
seem to be good value for money. 

We already have had two birthday parties with a third 
booked for July. The word seems to be getting around 
and the feedback from party bookings is again always 
positive. 

The maintenance programme is as usual very busy and 
the upgrade to our signalling system virtually complete. 
Work on the club locos seems to be never ending, 
thanks to our loco maintenance team. 

Work is progressing with the evaluation for extra 
storage space, possibly a wooden structure erected on 
our site. The main workshop being slowly cleared to 
make room for the new milling machine, the grass 
cutting equipment being re-distributed in the other 
sheds. 

he Saturday morning steam ups are well attended and 
we see quite a few visitors, some dog walkers, others 
attracted by the locos on the steaming bays. Hopefully 
this may encourage some new faces to the club. 

To finish I would like to mention our new Welfare officer 
Paul Parsons who is doing a great job. Be warned 
though if you are absent for any length of time from the 
club you will get a call from Paul to ensure that you are 
OK. 

LEIGH 
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THE BOARDROOM CONTD. FROM PAGE 3 

ENGINEERING REPORT 

Geoff Symes our CME tries to 
justify his high office …..  

We started the year with a trackwork 
project within the tunnel area. This 
involved the replacement of one steel 
panel and the renovation of another. 

The track, inside the tunnel was in quite good condition 
but the ends of the steel frames protruding from the 
tunnel doors did suffer from exposure to the elements. 
Working inside the tunnel and the cuttings at each end 
proved to be quite challenging for the team since it was 
impossible stand upright inside the tunnel and difficult 
to remain upright outside due to the muddy conditions. 
We did manage to complete on time, however, with no 
impact on track availability, a big thanks to all involved. 

There has been a lot of debate about safety during 
public running lately, some of it focusing on the 
perceived need to provide fencing along the cuttings. 
Various options have been discussed at some length as 
to the type of protection needed, or indeed if it is needed 
at all. While the debate continues it would seem 
irresponsible to do nothing so it has been decided that 
warning signs will be placed along the cuttings to 
provide a visual cue to the possible hazard. These 
consist of simple lollypop style signs inserted into 
tubular steel sockets spaced at intervals along the 
trackside. 

 Another problem under consideration is the of lack of 
workshop space and a possible solution. I have written 
before about the feasibility of acquiring a container or 
shed for the storage of grass cutting equipment and 
other bits and pieces not directly identified as workshop 
equipment. Mark Piper has been leading a steering 
group looking into the options available to us and 
arranged a meeting with Julian, the Field Place 
manager, in order to discuss the possibility of us 
procuring a 20ft shipping container and placing it next 
to the two existing containers near the entrance to our 
site. He seemed quite receptive to our proposal but 
would need to consult his immediate boss for approval. 
In the event this was not acceptable, so the alternative 
option of a shed sited against the hedge next to the 
steaming bays was also discussed. Julian said that this 
could work provided that it was no higher than the 
hedge and therefore not visible from the field on the 
other side, as there are plans to develop it as a wedding 
reception area. This option would have the advantage 
of being located on our own site and may not be subject 
to such critical scrutiny. 

Not entirely unexpected, the container proposal was 
rejected on the grounds that it would look a bit like a 
freight terminal so another meeting with Julian has been 
arranged to further discuss the shed option. 
Accordingly, Mark is looking into commercially available 
sheds to see what dimensions and prices are available 
in order to put together a plan B.  

The aim of developing the workshop into a proper space 
for model engineering has taken another step forward 
with the purchase of a vertical milling machine.  

Mostyn and Larry have been kept busy with a steady 
stream of repairs on our aging and hard worked club 
locos. They have had a recent improvement in their 
working environment in the form a hydraulicly elevating 
massage table suitably adapted with a top big enough 
to accommodate any of our locos with room for tools 
and components that naturally accumulate around the 
job in hand. Thanks are in order to Phil Worron for 
procuring and adapting this very professional looking 
piece of kit as well as other useful mods that he has 
done to make loco handling a bit easier. 

At the time of writing, we have done the first public 
running session which is always tense after a long off 
season. A combination high public attendance numbers 
and a wedding taking place on the same day produced 
a wakeup call for both personnel and equipment. Apart 
from a derailment at the end of the day and some loco 
issues which are being attended to, it seems that we are 
off to a cracking season. 

GEOFF 

THE TREASURY 

Martin reports …. 

I am writing this report at the end of 
April following our second public 
running of the month. The first run on 
Easter Sunday saw record takings, 
with huge crowds and massive 

queues all afternoon, but we all agree it was too busy. 
The long queues were constant all afternoon, needing 
us to close the ticket office at 4:30 so that we could clear 
the queue by 5pm. 

Public running on Sunday 23rd April was the exact 
opposite with very low numbers; the weather forecast 
was not good, Brighton were playing their FA cup semi-
final, and after the busy Easter run we had decided not 
to advertise on Facebook. Never mind, overall, April has 
been a very successful month, with two children’s 
parties and two public runs giving us over £1200 
income. Please keep volunteering to help on public 
running days, we always need people in the clubhouse 
and around the track. I know the kitchen helpers are 
always pleased to receive cakes, especially homemade 
ones for sale. The public really enjoy these and so 
please keep bringing them for sale on public running 
days. As I have reported before the income from the 
catering makes a massive difference our overall funds.  

A short report this month, but I look forward to another 
summer of counting the takings from our public running 
while I worry about some of our increased costs. 

MARTIN. 
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 THIS AND THAT …. A REAL MISCELLANY! 

 

Above – Our gleaming fleet of passenger cars. Jim Ledger who did the expert painting, 
is seated front left. This picture was taken a year or two back on completion of the 
project. (During ‘covid’ times … note the social distancing!). Various miscreants 
involved in other aspects of the car refurbishment job just had to jump on and spoil the 
photo! 

Right above, our newly acquired ‘Britannia’ rests peacefully on her side in the workshop while Mostyn Thompson 
performs a delicate surgical procedure on her underparts. Neil Furze assists by deftly handling the suction device to 
avoid the spread of nasty spillage from the wound. The loco was the first occupant of our new workshop hydraulic table.  

Left - a beautiful 
scene of our tunnel 
cutting taken by 
Geoff Bashall one 
bright morning 
during one of the 
earlier cold snaps. 
Heavy rain the day 
before had partly 
frozen overnight to 
reflect the morning 
sunshine. 

Below left – a cluster of newly painted warning signs which hopefully will help deter 
youngsters from getting too close to the track cuttings. Centre, Glen narrowly misses 
his thumb while driving in one of eight steel sockets for the signs, and in my right-
hand photo, two in place alongside the tunnel cutting. 
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Left – What a Man Cave! 
Snapped by Dennis 
Holmes’ wife on Grand 
Cayman while on a 
Caribbean Cruise. 

Any supporter of the ‘Men 
in Sheds’ movement 
would be proud to own 
this! 

 



KNITTING WITH BRASS     (Or as it turned out! Bleeding Cleading)

BY GEOFF BASHALL. THIS UPDATE ON 
PROGRESS WITH HIS CURRENT PROJECT DEALS 
WITH HIS BOILER. COINCIDENTALLY, CLIVE IS 
SIMILAR AND ON THE PAGE OPPOSITE. YOU CAN 
COMPARE AND GATHER VALUABLE TIPS FROM 
BOTH !! 

Since the passing of the shell test on the boiler of the 
Merchant Navy, work has been finished on the super 
heaters; which are awaiting final fitting; the regulator is 
fitted and operating while the biggest job was fitting the 
cleading, not a job that was enjoyable as the MN Boiler 
is a difficult shape. Doing cleading for the B1 with a 
parallel boiler was a piece of cake, roll it split down the 
side and fit, add detail and boiler bands, Job done, 
Simple!   Not so for this boiler, one Belpaire corner, a 
forward protruding bonnet on the left-hand side, a 
tapered middle section being level along the top to the 
tapered firebox section. 

No one-piece fits all on this loco! To hide all the joints, 
the boiler bands are the key. One problem was the boiler 
bush hidden under the left-hand bulbous bonnet, which 
is the feed bush to the main steam pipe to the manifold 
in the cab. Murphy’s law dictates that at some point it 
will leak! as the bush is under the cleading, it was made 
to be removable for servicing in case of such an 
occurrence. The cleading is .030” thick to add contd. 
Page some strength to try and avoid annoying little 
pressure dents. Trying to knit with Brass a close-fitting 
jacket to a boiler that has features similar to Quasimodo 
was challenging to say the least. 

When studying photos of loco’s, you see all sorts of 
detail that you hadn’t noticed before, On the MN I 
wanted to add detail - take washout plugs - they vary 
from side to side. There are six either side but their 
position is staggered on each side so that when 
washing the crown all areas can be accessed, plus 5 on 
the top of the Belpaire section, with two on top towards 
the front adding further angst. 

As with every model built from drawings the builder is 
building a prototype, and although positive and negative 

experiences are shared on many forums, how we 
choose to tackle these challenges varies from modeller 
to modeller. And invariably when we finish a part/project 
we realise there was probably another way that could 
have been easier (or would it have been?) such is the 
fun, frustration and gained experience of doing model 
engineering. 

When we build, we do have to accept some 
compromises with no exception in fitting the cleading. 
When boilers have overlap joints of 1/8 copper to get 
the shape, we find that with cleading we have to pack 
with insulation to try and overcome the problem of 
shape. Anyway, the cleading is finished and the result is 
a practical representation of a MN. The boiler dome was 
a fabrication starting off with a big piece of cored brass 
3 ½ diameter, allowing me to clamp and fly cut to shape 
to the boiler cleading, with final fettling to fit snug as 
there is a taper on this part of the cleading, then on to 
the lathe bore out to fit over bush cover, and then silver 
solder a piece to fill the cored out section, and finally 
back to the lathe, a small amount of turning then files, 
Dremel and sanding to get the shape of the dome cover. 
Time consuming, as there are no castings available. 

Safety valves were again a compromise to outside 
shape but with internal dimensions to Gordon Smith 
design. Our boilers have threads normally ½ by 26. Full 
size they are bolted down by a series of bolts around 
the base. I still have to machine the wheel for the 
dummy control on the left-hand forward shroud. 

Widow frames are ready, with 1mm Microscope slides 
with spares ready in case of breakage, the forward cab 
windows will be glazed with 2mm Perspex. Now its on 
to the back head fittings, getting the superheaters bolted 
in and the hydraulic test to one and a half boiler 
pressure 150 lbs. As for the chassis, the drain cocks 
have been changed to standard drain cocks working 
from a Bowden cable running through a copper tube, 
the steam operated drain cocks have been jettisoned as 
most comments about them suggest they can cause 
problems with clogging up. 
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MY PEPPERCORN A1……with Clive Patten

So, firstly some good news on the boiler front, it passed 
with only a couple of minor dribbles, and at 200psi!! This 
means I can run at 100psi working pressure. With 
passing that milestone, I have now focused on finishing 
the rest of the boiler, so the ashpan, cladding and 
backhead fixtures. 

You know 
sometimes there are 
jobs that you know 
are going to be tricky 
and therefore you 
are anxious about 
starting; well the “tin 
bashing” for the 
boiler cladding was 
one of those for me. 
My first decision was 
do I put a backhead 
cover on or just 
leave the boiler as it 
is? Despite it looking 

a tricky job, I decided that I would go ahead and do it. I 
thought that in order to get a neat edge it would need to 
be folded over and go underneath the cladding, so this 
ruled out using brass and I decided to use copper 
instead. So, I started with a paper template and then 
transferred this to an MDF template so I could shape the 
copper around the edge. The copper sheet was only 
0.7mm thick so I needed to solder some backing pieces 
around the edge so I could tap some 8BA holes to 
screws the cladding to. I used my tried and tested 
“sneaking up” on the final fit method, so cutting holes 
that were undersize and then opening them up, whilst 
checking the fit. It was somewhat long winded but gave 
quite a good result. Once all the holes were done, I then 

annealed it and 
bent it around the 
MDF former. 
When it was 
finished, I painted 
it with heat 
resistant VHT 
paint. 

While I had the 
paint on the go, I decided to finish the ashpan so that 
could also be painted with the VHT paint. As I said in 
the last article the ashpan door mechanism seemed 
very complicated, but it seems to work OK, at least after 
some fettling, and you can see the result in the picture 
with the grate also installed. There are no drawings for 
the ashpan door operating lever, so I will need to solve 
that when I get the boiler onto the chassis. 

Before starting the cladding, I fitted the regulator 
mechanism into the boiler and made the regulator 
control rod. Now for the tin bashing, my plan of attack 
was to fit the insulation first along with some cork 

bandings where the boiler bands are located to stop the 
cladding pushing in. With that fitted I proceeded to make 
the cladding in two sections, the first from the smokebox 
through to just in front of the firebox and the second over 
the firebox. The first section tapers from the firebox to 
the smokebox and the second slightly slopes down from 

the front of the 
firebox. The first 
section was not 
too bad copying 
the shape from 
the template and 
making some 
small brackets for 
6BA screws. The 

second section however has the addition of the wash 
plugs and mud doors. Looking at pictures of A1’s you 
see different types of wash plugs, some flush and some 
recessed. Doing some research on the internet threw 
up more questions than answers, with long debates 
about whether the mud doors were round or oblong etc. 
The whole issue was not helped by pictures of Tornado 
which seems to differ to original A1’s. In the end I copied 
those fitted on original A1’s, based on some original 
pictures. No doubt they are not strictly correct, but I 
hope they will look Ok when painted and on the final 
model. The wash plugs were fairly simple as they are 
round, but the mud doors are definitely oval, so some 
thinking was required. Thinking it over, I decided to 
machine the surround in brass with a hole in the middle, 
after machining I annealed the brass and then 
squeezed it in the vice to the oval shape, then soldered 
thin brass sheet on 
the back. The door 
key was then made 
with brass and a 
10BA bolt used to 
secure it to the 
housing. Then both 
plugs and mud doors 
were soldered into 
holes cut in the 
cladding. 

Now for the really tricky bit, the join between the firebox 
side cladding and the front firebox. Again, I choose to 
use the same cooper as the backhead, and made a 
suitable MDF former. After several attempts I have got 
something that I am happy with. I had ordered the boiler 
bands, but messed up and only purchased 5 feet 
instead of 5 metres, what a muppet! Hence you will see 
from the pictures only a couple are fitted. 
The final picture shows the backhead 
fittings, water gauges, regulator and 
pressure gauge etc trial fitted, it is all 
very tight but looks good. 

CLIVE 

7 W&DSME 



It is well over 60 years since I purchased my first lathe. 
It was a Super Adept machine with 1¾” centre height 
and could be regarded as a post-war version of today’s 
mini lathe. It was pre-owned and came from a second-
hand tool shop called Dockerills in Brighton. The head 
stock had a 3-step vee pulley - the larger diameter one 
having been filled in with a cement like substance and 
was driven by friction from a motor mounted directly 
above, so very light cuts were the order of the day. I 
subsequently bought a countershaft unit to revert to 
normal drive. Accessories were a 4-jaw independent 
chuck, tailstock chuck and some carbon steel turning 
tools.  I quickly learnt the art of centring round bar stock 
in the 4 jaws! 

The thrill of using this machine was immense. This was 
a period in history when most households had a vice on 
a bench in their garden shed – as I did!  Before long I 
upgraded to a Drummond, followed by a brand new 
Myford ML10, followed by a Boxford and finally a Myford 
Super 7 in the mid-1970’s. This could be regarded as 
‘the State of the Art’ machine for model engineering at 
that time. Times move on and today a purchaser will 
expect a metric machine with digital read-outs at the 
very least. 

Model engineering as a hobby moves on as well and a 
look at our society, and other societies, shows that there 
is more reliance on purchasing the finished article rather 
than spending thousands of hours making it. These 

completed models will still require constant 
maintenance and occasionally new parts to replace 
worn out bits. So, we are back to the necessity for a 
lathe. Prices of pre-owned machines are relatively 
inexpensive. I could have bought a reasonable machine 
for the price of our latest gas bill!  So, have a think about 
it and start making some swarf- you’ll love it!! 

ANDREW 

GEOFF’S MERCHANT NAVY CONT. FROM PAGE 6 

Painting has begun, with most parts in Primer, which is 
great for showing up any marks that will require extra 
prep. Now all I need is the hot weather they keep 
banging on about so I can paint and dry throughout the 
summer. 

Hopefully the next article will be called completion and 
steaming, fingers crossed. 

GEOFF. 
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JOHN STOTON 

SHARES THIS 

LITTLE GEM. WITH 

US. 

ENJOY A CHUCKLE 

YOU PETROL-

HEADS! 



OUR HAYES DIEMASTER MILLING MACHINE … by Kevan Ayling 

In late 
February I 
received an 
Email from our 
good friend 

Paul 
Whiteman of 
the Horsham 
Forge asking 
if I knew 
anyone who 
might be 
interested in a 
vertical mill he 
had for sale, 
so I printed 
the details and 
posted them 
on the club 
notice board. 
After a week 
or so there 
seemed to be 
little interest, 

so I took a closer look and downloaded some 
information from lathes.co.uk. 

It seems that the Hayes Diemaster is a high precision 
toolroom machine with the accuracy of a jig borer. Built 
in the sixties by a well-respected Yorkshire machine tool 
company I thought it may deserve a closer look with a 
view to perhaps acquiring it for our club workshop. I 
made the committee aware of it and it was decided that 
Martin Laker, Mostyn Thompson and myself should visit 
Paul’s home workshop at Billingshurst for a 
demonstration. I can confirm that we were all quite 
impressed with it. It is equipped with a two axis DRO a 
VFD drive, a machine vice and quite a lot of tooling and 
with a purchase price of £1,000 it represented good 
value compared with the average Chinese import. On 

our return we reported back to the rest of the committee 
who agreed we should purchase it for club use. 

It was arranged with Paul that the pickup would take 
place on Wednesday 12th April with Brian Hunts large 
trailer. Brian and Martin made the trip to Billingshurst, 
and after the obligatory workshop tour, the mill was 
loaded and secured for the return journey which had to 
be undertaken carefully as the machine although small, 
weighs a not inconsiderable 12 cwt. Within 10 minutes 
of their arrival at Field Place Lionel’s JCB driven by his 
son arrived to lift the mill and lower it on to a pallet truck 
kindly loaned by Dave Parsons, and within another 10 
minutes it was wheeled in to the workshop. 

Thanks to everyone who helped make the whole 
machine move go smoothly and safely, especially Brian 
and Martin for managing to extricate the trailer from its 
parking place and making the trip to collect the mill: 
Lionel and his son Ryan for the loan of the JCB without 
which we could not have managed, and Dave Parsons 
for the pallet truck. 

KEVAN 
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THE BLACK HOLE …………… by John Dean.

I have been 
having problems 
with getting the 
injector to work 
on my 3” 
Marshall so 
decided to follow 
Brian Hunt’s 
advice and fit a 
new check valve 

and re-route the pipework to eliminate the sharp bends. 

A simple job which entailed removing the rear wheel to 
get at everything.  The wheel is held on by a collar which 
is secured to the axle by a shouldered pin passing 
through the collar and the axle and locked by a split pin 
in the end, all covered by a hub cap fastened by 8 x 2BA 
hex head screws. 

The engine was jacked up, hub cap removed and pin 
withdrawn at which stage the collar and wheel slid off 
the axle (I had jacked it up at an angle).  Fortunately, no 
damage had occurred but where was the pin?  It had of 
course disappeared into that well known place in every 
workshop, the Black Hole.  A considerable amount of 

time was spent crawling around the floor with torch, 
magnet and brush followed by much hoovering but to 
no avail.    

So, it was finding the drawings and make a new pin, 1 
¾" long by 9/32” dia.  As the split pin hole needed to be 
central and close to the end, I dug out a cross drilling jig 
that I had made from a Hemingway kit quite a few years 
ago (I made this to drill model helicopter shafts as I was 
going through them at an alarming rate and expense).  
the jig had to be modified to be able to take the pin with 
the shoulder but all was quickly finished. Wheel and 
collar back on and the pin doesn’t fit.  Make a new pin 
or drill the axle and collar?  I settled for the latter and it 
became obvious that the collar had originally not been 
drilled centrally so this was rectified.  
All assembled and the pin was too 
long and fouled the hub cap – so 
much for the drawings. The pin was 
shortened, re-drilled and everything 
put back together.  So that is how a 
simple job expanded.  Back to the 
Firefly next week. 

JOHN DEAN 

MY GARDEN SHREDDER (AGAIN) … BY John Stoton 

This is a sequel to 
page 14 of issue 154 
of Summer 2021. My 
closing words were 
“Hey presto a Garden 
Shredder that really 
works”. Essentially 
true, but came a time 

when I thought the cutter might be better for a 
sharpen. 
The big plastic cover was held by 2 captive bolts with 
large plastic hand grip heads. These had        
occasionally shaken loose and the machine stopped, 
disclosing that there must be a hidden “Health and 
Safety” switch. More hand tightening was the lesson. 

So, the project began with removing this cover and then 
cleaning off enough strongly adherent dirt to be able to 
remove a few screws. The cutter was of two-edged 
reversible design and so will only need sharpening next 
time. Careful reassembly and the machine didn't work.  
Fuse in the plug checked. Oh, why can't 13A fuses be 
transparent so that one doesn't have to search for the 
Avo meter (or equivalent) every time. Problem yet 
unidentified. 

Rather subjectively, it seemed the captive bolts didn't 
screw in as much as they had done and yet the cover 
was tight down. So off with the cover and the cutter to 
try a longer M10 bolt. Machine worked with about 10mm 
longer bolt. Mystery, had the H &S switch moved? It was 
somewhere in the motor cover and plenty of doubts 
quickly came to mind about following that investigation. 
So, off to Arun Fasteners (just alive after Covid) and no, 

they had no such bolts and no, they didn't know how 
they were made. 

I happened to have another of the genre which had 
once held mower blades on. Hard work with hack saw 
on the plastic eventually disclosed the head of a 
standard bolt apparently just cast into the Nylon (?). An 
all-metal solution seemed a justifiable extravagance. In 
stock, I had M10 studding, 1” aluminium round bar to 
make a knurled nut, a 6 BA Unbrako 
screw to lock it in place and a penny 
washer to be bored out to 10mm. 

And so, with no direct expenditure, no 
damaged human, just thought and 
man-hours I again have a shredder that 
really works 

JOHN STOTON 
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WORKING AT A NARROW-GAUGE RAILWAY … by Wendy Page

In the 1990's I was 
working in seasonal 
employment at 
Launceston Steam 
Railway in Cornwall.  
As I worked in the 
gift shop and also 
sold the tickets, I 
can't tell any stories 
of the trials and 
tribulations the 

engines caused apart from when a supply of “bad” coal 
caused the fires to clinker and cause huge problems for 
the drivers and sometimes even upset the timetable.  

Of course, one of the best-selling gift lines was Thomas 
the Tank Engine collection.  We had an Edmondson 
machine which made a very satisfying 'clunk' when the 
date was stamped on the tickets. I was surprised to find 
that railway enthusiasts would come in and want to buy 
up certain numbered old tickets.  

The railway was owned by Nigel and Kay.  When Nigel 
was training to be a teacher, he decided to buy an old 
1ft 11 1/2-inch gauge slate quarry train.  He didn't have 
a proper track to run it on but addressed that problem 
later.  Eventually the track solution came about when he 
discovered the station in Launceston.  Launceston had 
two train lines passing through at one time.  One was 
the Atlantic Coast Express to Padstow and the other 
went across to the north coast and terminated at Bude.  
His section of track was the old Atlantic Coast line. 

Nigel's engine was called Lilian and later he added 
Covertcoat, which was named by the quarry owner after 
his race horse. All the engines were Hunslet built. Kay, 
who had been a midwife in Plymouth was very good at 
getting soot and cinders out of eyes!  She had a very 
unpromising engine called Dorothea which she said she 
would bring up to working order, but quite a few people, 
her husband included, doubted it would ever be 
possible.  However, she persevered and after many 
years she got it running! 

Nigel was a very good engineer and also built several 
of the passenger cars.  There was also a museum with 
various cars, motorbikes and railwayana. The very large 
old lathe they used was a museum exhibit in its own 
right.   

The track was two and a half miles long and finished at 
Newmills.  At one time it was hoped it could be extended 

but a farmer had purchased the track beyond that, and 
I believe had dug out the ballast and filled in with 
chicken manure.  This could have been remedied but 
various Council and other authorities made things too 
difficult to pursue this extension. 

Whilst I was there, there were hopes that another 
connection would be made with the town by installing a 
cliff railway.  Launceston is perched on a hill and the 
railway was alongside a cliff lower down in the valley.  
Nigel had an old mine winding engine already and 
waiting but this connection, unfortunately, was never 
built. 

Most days it would cause amusement amongst us 
workers as Nigel and Kay would both want to drive the 
train so a race would ensue as to who got there first. 

On the return journey of the first train of the day it always 
stopped at a farm to pick up the farmer’s wife, who 
worked in the upstairs bookshop. One day there was a 
tremendous crash on the platform.  A young girl had 
started that day working in the cafe.  She had been 
carrying a tray of dirty cutlery and crockery from the 
picnic tables and had tripped up the steps and dropped 
the tray.  The   platform canopy, which had come from 
Tavistock station, deflected the sound down and so 
made it seem even louder.  We all expected Kay to be 
angry and the girl have the shortest job in railway history, 
but instead was very comforting and making sure she 
hadn't been cut. 

One day Kay could be heard shouting “Get off there” 
and a man was standing in the middle of a flower bed. 
Many of the visitors wanted to take photographs of the 
engines and it was amazing the lengths they would go 
to, to get what they thought would be the best shot.    
Kay spent a good deal of time making sure the garden 
and hanging baskets looked their best so she was 
understandably very annoyed. 

At the beginning of the season there were fairs at 
various hotels in Torquay or Newquay so summer 
outlets could buy their seasonal stock.  Kay would 
usually take me with her.  We travelled in a very old, 
basic Land Rover, which was very much an adventure. 

CONT. PAGE 12 
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One year, at dusk, we were on the way home and she 
pulled into a service station for petrol. We had to cross 
the oncoming traffic when we pulled into it.  On the way 
out we got to the middle of the road and the engine 
stopped dead.  No matter what she did it would not start.  
I said, “If we hadn't just got petrol, I would think we had 
run out”; she then realized she had turned the anti-theft 
switch which cut off the petrol, and forgotten to turn it on 
again.  By this time, we felt we were on a stage as we 
were illuminated by all the headlights and we were 
causing a standstill both ways, with a very angry bus 
driver shouting at “Women Drivers” (amongst other 
words). 

At Christmas time they ran Father Christmas trains.  
These were very popular and well supported.  It was 
nice to see the children get their presents but a 
surprising number were quite hesitant about 
approaching too close even though the Father 
Christmas they had was brilliant.  When this event 
finished Nigel and Kay ran an evening train for the staff 
and their families as a thank you.  A large saucepan of 
mulled wine was kept warm near the engine and very 
much enjoyed.  The evening then finished in the cafe 
with mince pies and more mulled wine.  Unfortunately, 
as Roy had to drive us home his wine intake was 
severely limited as it was the strongest and best I have 
ever tasted. 

I was very sad to leave the Railway and missed seeing 
the enjoyment on the faces of the children and adults 
when they were on the trains.  Also, there was always 
something completely unexpected happening, either 
amongst the staff, owners or visitors which made for 
(mostly) very enjoyable times.  The most 
enjoyable of which was riding on the 
footplate when Kay was driving.  
However, the worst thing was missing the 
lovely smell and sound of steam engines. 

WENDY PAGE.  
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ANOTHER SNIPPET FROM 
DIANE LEWINS. I HAVE TAKEN 

THE LIBERTY OF 
ILLUSTRATING IT TO OCCUPY 

SOME AVAILABLE SPACE!   
Ed. 

SPORT CAN MAKE YOU SMILE …  

There's been lots of sport going on, from Rugby to 
Football and Cricket to Snooker. 
Some of it has been interesting and some not so much. 
I've found a few snippets to make you smile so here 
goes: In 2002 Lloyd Scott took the record for the slowest 
ever Marathon with a time of six days, four hours and 
30 minutes. He did it in a 130lb deep sea diving suit. Ice 
skates 3000 years ago were made out of Reindeer 
bones. A Bowling Pin only needs to tilt 7.5 degrees to 
fall over and at a Golf Club in Uganda, members were 
allowed a free drop if their ball landed near a Crocodile. 
Brings a whole new meaning to the phrase "Mind how 
you go"! 

DIANE 

 

 



THE GARDENS AT THE GARDENS ……with Diane Lewins

NEW LIFE AT THE GARDENS 
The Frog spawn appeared on 
16th March and now we are 
inundated with literally hundreds 
of Tadpoles. The Newts, as 
usual, are having a field day. 
Lots of small birds are getting 
their nests built and are 
collecting the small twiggy bits 
that were scattered about under 
the oak tree during the heavy 
winds. 

The trees and bushes are in bud and seem to have 
survived the heavy frosts quite well. We've had lots of 
Celandines and Primroses plus, of course, the usual 
Spring bulbs putting on a very colourful display. Our 
bluebells are also well on the move and promising a 
good show.  

A Fox has been visiting at night 
and has dug some annoyingly 
deep holes in the lawn. Even 
the fairy lights over the back 
gate have not deterred him. 
Lots of Magpies are in 
competition with the Seagulls 
to see who can shout the 
loudest! Out front the Heather 
has been beautiful and lots of 
Bumblebees have been 
making the 
most of the pink 

and white flowers. It seems the 
gardens have well and truly received 
their wake-up call and another year 
has begun. 

CHEERS, DIANE.

WHAT A START TO THE SEASON!

On Easter Sunday, our first public running day of the 
year we had expected to be busy since our publicity 
walla had recorded over twenty-three thousand views 
of our Facebook profile a couple of hours before we 
opened the gates. The actual attendance was clearly 
our highest ever! My picture above, taken an hour after 
we opened shows the queue for rides almost reaching 
the tunnel, representing a wait of 30-40 minutes before 
reaching the platform. But no complaints received! 

In the clubhouse our ladies worked flat-out all day with 
their takings exceeding their previous best. No doubt 
the minor, (less than inflation) increase in prices we had 
applied to some drinks and snacks helped increase the 
figure. But then how could any visitor complain of just 
80p for a mug of tea or coffee? Compare that with 
Costa or Starbucks! 

Let’s look at some more numbers – I love crunching 
numbers! – Martin’s counting house report told us the 
takings from rides were £377, while the signalling 
system lap counter showed that 164 passenger- 

carrying trains left the station. Now, our track is a 
quarter of a mile long, and we had five trains running 
for practically all of the day. Using just these four 
numbers (with a little averaging & rounding) some 
fascinating facts can be revealed: - 

• 80 revenue-earning miles were covered. 

• Each train made 32 laps. 

• And ran a total of 8 miles each. 

• Bums on seats were 754. 

• Or 4.7 passengers per train trip. 

• Or £2.35 per train trip. 

• Or £75.40 per train for the afternoon. 

Amazing! But as well as the drivers and the kitchen, we 
must thank everyone else who worked so hard that 
afternoon: - some were alone such as the errant-child 
guard in the outfield, ticket sales, passenger-loading, 
unloading, platform bag carrier, the ‘OO’ track 
supervisor (the least enjoyable job?), the crowd 
marshal-sorter, traverser pushers, crossing-gate 
openers etc.  Most importantly, we must not forget that 
most excellent fella with regular brimming tea pots 
looking after the outdoor staff! 

DL 
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The Back Page…... 

FREEBIES! 

A member having a clear-
out offers the following, 
free to new homes: - 

A caravan/car vacuum 
cleaner (see picture). 
A static seat belt (had to 
buy a pair to get one). 
Second hand dash cam in working order. 

 

 APOLLO  GIVE RABBIT 
 AREA  GLASS ROMAN 
 BRITANNIA  GREEN SNAKE 
 BITE  HENRY SAND 
 BIN  HERMES STAR 
 BAIT  HONEY SLOT 
 BLUEPRINT  HEAD SNOW 
 COMET  INTERNET TULIP 
 CORSAIR  INK TEXT 
 CAKE  KNEE TRAM 
 CLOWN  KING TOOL 
 CALTEX  LACE TANNOY 
 CORK  LEGAL TOWN 
 DELTA  MILKMAN TENDER 
 DAISY  MARMITE VANGARD 
 DANE  NOTE VIKING 
 ENVOY  NAME VINE 
 ELIZABETHAN  NINE WEB 
 EARTH  PLEAT WEIR 
 EMMA  PRINCE WILLOW 
 ENID  PUN WORK 
 GEORGE  REAR YORK 
 GIN  RAINBOW YAK 
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DAVID’S WORD SEARCH..........compiled by David Lewins. 
Almost everybody knows how to do a word search puzzle. You simply look for a sequence of letters making up words from 
the jumble in the grid, reading from left to right, right to left, down or up and diagonally in any direction, down or up. Helpful 
tip - there are no bogus letters or deliberately misleading strings, and every square is used at least once. 

Contact John Olley on: - 
01903 503276 

johnolley234@btinternet.co 

 

OPEN TO OFFERS 

WARCO vertical / horizontal 
milling machine. Lovingly cared 
for since new and still capable of 
accurate work in spite of its age-
related foibles! (Which would be 
fully explained to buyer).  No. 2 
Morse bore. Table 24” x 6”. 
Included is a full clamping kit 
added to with ‘specials’ over the 
years; a good quality machine 
vice and a genuine Jacobs ½” 
chuck.  The photo shows it 
bench-mounted, but beneath the 
thin wooden bench-top is a 
substantial steel support frame 
with drawer for storage of vice 
etc. 

Also available are a precision 
boring head; slitting saw arbor 
(with several blades); collet 
chuck with sets of metric and 
imperial collets; and a large 
quantity of cutters. (Some brand 
new and unused). 

For more info contact Dereck on: 

Tel. 01903 202661 

dereckspeltoddly@ntlworld.com 
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